
British Medical Journal.] TRANSACTIONS OF BRANCHES. [July 26, 1862.

enough, by observing a strict regimen, until November
last, when he had an attack of fever and cough, with the
return of the old pain in the chest. The fever went off in
a week; but not so the cough and pain. He now per-
ceived, for the first time, aismall swelling in front of his
chest, which in the course of twenty-four hours acquired
double its present size. He had a severe cough and loss
of appetite at the time, but no hemoptysis.

Present Symptoms. He was now sitting on bis bed,
with the head erect, and slightly inclined to the right,
breathing tranquilly, but as if it were with a weight on
the chest. The veins of the neck were distended; the
lips slightly livid. The body was somewhat emaciated;
the cODjUnCtiVae were reddish; there was no great
ansemia; the tongue was clean and moist; the bowels
regular; the appetite good. Pulse feeble, and equal at
both wrists. The anterior aspect of the chest was
broken of its usual symmetry by an oval tumour, situ-
ated a little above the middle of the stertnumn, encroach-
ing more upon the right side. It was about two inches
in diameter, and bounded above by the cartilage of the
first rib of the right side, and below by that of the
fourth; those of the second and third ribs seeming, to
be included in its substarnce, bent forward, and much
absorbed, allowing a portion of an elastic fluctuating
mass to project between them. The tumour was shaped
somewhat like a dome, with a broad base and an obtuse
apex. The skin over it was smooth and moveable. Its
middle portion presented a sense of fluctuation when
pressed by the fingers, while its base was firm and hard,
and seemed to fade gradually into the surrounding
tissue. The impulse was felt over the whole of the
sternum; and a purring pulsatile thrill was evidently
in the most prominent and soft part of the tumour itself.
The tumour was dull under percussion. Both sounds
of the heart were heard distinctly over it; but the
second sound was sharp, of a ringing character, and at-
tended with an impulse. The cardiac diilness was of
natural size, but considerably pushed down from its
usual situation. The cardiac sounds over the apex were
natural; at the base, the second sound was ringing, and
attended with an impulse. In the left interseapular
space, the respiration opposite to the superior angle of
the scapula was .bronchial, and attended with a little
sonorous rhonchus. In the right corresponding part
also, there was sonorous rhonchus. The cardiac sounds
were heard in both without murmur. All the portions
of the chest were not thorouighly examined, for fear of
exhausting the patient, who hadl already been too much
troubled by a rather prolonged examination. He could
not lie on his back or the right side on account of diffi-
culty of breathing. He complained of a pricking sen-
sation within the tumour; but felt no pain when it was
pressed by the fingers. Walking, straining at stool, and
any sort of exertion, increased the pain and difficulty of
breathing. He coughed now and then, and had been
bringing up small quantities of blood with his sputa,
which were gelatinous and of a pinkish hue. A pulsa-
tion was also felt in the epigastric region immediately
below the ensiform cartilage. He had some difficulty in
swallowing solid substances; no difficulty of breathing
when sitting quietly; no fever; no arcus senilis.
This patiernt was given oil of turpentine, sulphuric

acid, and other remedies, till February 4th, when, seeing
there was no improvement,'l prescribed for him icdide
of potassium internally, and subsequently added the ap-
plication of tincture of iodine to the tumour. Since
then he has been steadily, though gradually, improving
in every respect; the thoracic pain has disappeared;
the swelling has grown less; the impulse and sounds
muffled; the thrill null; hmmoptysis null; and he eats
and sleeps like any other man. As he is still in the
hospital with a small remnant of the once large tumour,
it will be interesting to watch what turn his case may
hereafter take.
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In the foregoing cases the single fact that promi-
nently comes out is the consolidation of the aneurismalsac, contrary to all preconceived niotions respecting the
action of the iodide of potassium; but as that is the ob-
ject we aim at in the treatment of intrathoracic aneur-
isms, it will be readily concede(d that if the iodide of
potassium will always do that, it will prove to us of the
greatest service.
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By HENRY DUNCALFE, M.R.C.S., West Bromwich.
[Delivered Junie 20th, 1862.]

GENTLEMEN,-I have the honour to address you as the
President of this inportant Branch of the British Mledical
Association; and whilst I regret the cause which has de-
prived you of the valuable services of the President-
elect who should have occupiecl the chair to-day, I
cannot but express the great pleasure and satisfaction I
experience from this token of approval which you have
bestowed upon me.
When your secretary communicated to me your choice

of election, I hesitated to take upon myself the duties of
so important an office, for I felt how little adequate I was
to discharge those duties as they have hitherto been dis-
charged by my predecessors, to the great benefit of the
association, or even to my own satisfaction ; and I knew
how ably and efficiently the duties would have been ful-
filled by other energetic members of this society. But,
gentlemen,I felt on the other hand, how little choice given
to me-the annual meeting was fast approaching-I was
grateful for your approval of my worthiness to hold the
presidential chair at all-I was glad of the means affor-
ded me to show that I have a deep interest in, and a
hearty zeal for, the success and welfare of this associa-
tion; and by accepting office I give the best proof I can
adduce of my estimation of the desirableness and utility
of such societies.

I am prompted by a natural desire to speak of the-
merits of that profession, which has now for many years
occupied my most earnest attention; and too much cannot
be said in praise of a profession whose foundation is
science, and whose end is the cure of disease. History
has recorded the difficulties with which the science of
medicine has had to contend, and the numerous ob-
stacles which have been raised to check its progress and
advancement.

It has been stated by a recent medical writer, that
medical science requires precision and exactitude, and
that, unlike the physical sciences, it has no primitive law.
There have been those who have endeavoured to establish
a law-a primitive law-which should give exactitude to
vital phenomena, and with what effect? Not to the en-
largement of the domain of the science, but to its de-
gradation and their own ruin. Solidists, humoralists, and
vitalists have had their day, and have passed away. The
maxim with others has been "' exact imitation" and at-
tention to certain technical laws; and by their theories
and practice they have mechanised the profession, and
destroyed the principles of medical science, whilst they
have contracted and given a fixedness to those laws,.
which must have the widest interpretation. Precision and
exactitude cannot be given to phenomena accompanied
hy circumstances so complicated in their nature, and
fluctuating in their operation, as to set at defiance every
attempt to exclude their presence, or to neutralise their
influence, or to appreciate and allow for the extent.
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of their operation. The destructive aaencies of promi-
nent and false doctrines have thus retarded medical pro-
gress. The hi.story of tha past gives us examples of
wisdom, and enables us to draw lessons of wisdom from
its errors. We find that pathology was false, and views
taken of the nature of disease were necessarily crude.
Treatment was emDpirical, because it had no scientific
basis; but there were men of learning and genius, wlhose
merits have ensured to their names and memories honours
more glorious and more lasting than the highest titles
which any hereditary or heraldic claims can boast. IHow
difficult is the task to speak in terms adequate to their
claiiis on oiradmiration and esteem! Ourrespectis shewn
for thiem, niot by erecting monuments to their memories,
but by reverencing and cherishing the works which they
have left lbehind them ; their good works will live for ever,
anid will for ever furnish examples for reflection, and sub-
jects for l onou-able distinction.

There are certain reciprocal duties to be exchanged
between the living and the dead. There are tho-e
amongst us equially deserving our admiration with those
who have gone before; lirnks in the great chain between
the ieccorded past and the unknown future; men whose
genius and labours stand displayed to us in all their
glory, each adding, in his own way, his fruitful produc-
tions to the progress and perfecting of the healing art.
We, as we live and work, are to think of those whio will
come after us, that what we do may be serviceable to
them as well as to ourselves; and when we die those who
shall succeed us will accept the works accomplished in
our day with thanks and remembrance. Each genera-
tion is thus fulfilling its duties to its past, its present and
its fuiture; and every practitioner joiring heartily in the
practice of his profession, should have a persuasion of
its perpetuity and of its progression towards a better
excellence. It will riot then remain to be regretted that
we lhave not a primitive fact. It is a poor art or science
whichl is soon mastered; and the advantaae of a true pur-
sulit is, that it never ends. It slhould be our happiness
that art is lonig-life short; for surely we would not wish
the pursuit of knowledge to end before life, nor with it;
w imight rather indulge the belief that whatsoever is
good will never end. New fields for research are opening
before us continually, new acquirements are being daily
recorded, old hypotheses and theories are rapidly under-
going mnodification, or giving place to other and nmore
correct ones; and thus we believe that the science of
medicine, in preparin, itself for generations to come, by
storing up the wisdom bequeathed by its ancestors, and
accumulating the treasure of its more recent acquire-
ments, is preparing for itself that precision and exactitude
which alike distinguish physical science. It is the be-
lief in the accumulation of knowledge, niot merely in the
superseding of it, that gives perpetuity to study, adds
to the dignity of ouir calling, and gives us pleasure in the
rig,ht administration of the produce of our labours. But
it is inot altogether sufficient for me to direct your atten-
tion to the noble objects of the science of medicine, it is
not enougIh to tell vou of the brilliant achievements of
those honoured members of the profession who have
laboured diligently to sever its sublime truths and prin-
ciples from the inroads of false doctrine and sceptical
philosophy; nor is it sufficient for me to refer you to
the happy results obtained by the individual labours of
those wvho lhave so widely extended the usefulness and
application of medical and surgical acqui-ements. It is
more especially my duty to-day, to direct your attention
to those means which shall have specially the keeping
of the honour and dignity of the profession; as well as
the preserving the produce of its labour, and the right
application of the results of such labour. These objects
are to be fulfilled by the British Medical Association, a
large, important and influential guild, which offers ad-
vantagres such as no other medical society can boast. It
invites practitioners of medicine and surgery of every

degree, to unite under its banner in brotherly fellowship,
for unity of action, free from that confusion and disunion
which we find to arise so continually from governing
bodies, discrepant in power and conflicting in interest,
and it offers to them means which (if they will use) will
work out the regeneration of the profession. We have
stiffered much from a want of proper organisation, and
we stand behind our continerntal brethren in a social
position, because we have not been able to raise that voice
wfhich, before it will be heard and answered, must be the
voice of the power of union.

Since this Association has been in existence, much bas
been accomplished for the good cause; and, seeing how
much has been done already, it is surprising that a larger
number of practitioners are not forthcoming to swell out
the magnitude of such an institution. Buit for the inde-
fatigable workers of this Association, and the unremitted
exertions of its head and founder, where wouild Medical
Reformn have been now? Should we have made that one
great advance towards a more perfect and definite posi-
tion, but from the unceasing agitation by this associa-
tion? Certainly not! And if the legislature has not
acceded to the demands of the Poor-law surgeons for
reform, it has not been from the lacking zeal of the as-
sociation in soliciting some change in the present system
of poor-law medical relief. It will be remembered, when
the council of the College of Surgeons thought proper to
admit certain members contrary to their laws and pro-
visions, that the feelings of the licensed surgeons were
made known by protests and memorials; the weight of
names being furnished bv the members of the different
branches of the British M'ledical Association. The sub-
division of the Association provides that mechanism by
whiieh our grievances may be made known with as little
delay as possible; and our JOURNAL, powerful in demand-
ing our rights, and preserving our interests, is ever ready
to advocate the rightful cause, to carry out our work with
determination and energy, in the full assurance of the
one great principle, that whatsoever is rightly done will
have a rightful issue. We may look back with satisfae-
tion to those articles in the JOTJRNAL which did more
towards the suppression of homceopathy, the social evil
of medicine, than anything which had been done before;
and what member will not be ready to ratify that para-
graph which concludes the leading article of July 2'0th,
1861? " Never, we believe, was the value of the British
Medical Association more fully recognised than at this
moment-never was the necessity for its existence more
clearly demonstrated. We say, because we know it to be
the fact, that the profession is looking to the Associatioa
for deliverance from this social evil, as to the palladium
which is the guardian of the honour and dignity of the
profession." In like manner did the Association denounce
the so-called cancer-curers and their secret measures,
warning the profession not to be led away by divers and
strange doctrines.
These illustrations serve to shew some of the benefits

which are conferred by the Association towards the ad-
vancement of our social and political standing; and the
important papers and cases of medical and surgical sub-
jects, read at the ordinary meetings of the Branch, and
which are numerated by the council in their annual
report, and announced from the chair, shew that the
society does not neglect to preserve and record its trans-
actions; whilst the JOURNAL of the Association is always
ready to publish such communications as the authors are
willing to contribute. The following papers and cases
have been read and discussed during the past year.

1. On Accidental and Unavoidable Hmmorrhage. By
Mr. John Clay.

2. On a Case in which the Descending Colon was
Opened for the Relief of Stricture of the Rectum. By
Mr. Oliver Pemberton.

3. A Preparation illustrative of Retroversion of the
Uterus. By Dr. Bell Fleteber.
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4. Remarks on the Patholoay and the Treatment of
Primary Sypl)ilis, especially in reference to the Use and
Abuse of Mercury. By Mr. Langston Parker.

5. On the Employment of Gradual Dilating Metallic
Sounds in the Treatment of Stricture. By Mr. V. Jack-
son.

6. Practical Remarks on Vesico-Vaginal Fistula; with
a Case of Vesico-Vaginal and Vesico-Uterine Fistula,
where the opening was closed by operation. By Mr.
Furneaux Jordan.

7. On a Remarkable Case of Lithotomy, in which the
Stone brought away an Entire Portion of the Bladder to
which it was adherent, with Complete Recovery on the
part of the Patient. By Mr. Oliver Pemberton.

8. On Foreign Bodies in the Urethra. By Mr. Alfred
Baker.
The best and noblest results follow a system of free

communicatiorn and helpful labour, as the worst and
poorest results would be obtained by a system of secresy
and enmity. All enmity, jealousy, opposition, and
secresy, are wholly destructive in their effects, whilst
communicativeness, fellowship, and good feeling, are pro.
ductive in their operation. Indifference and exclusive-
ness are alike pernicious, as they are in direct antagonism
to progress by withholding their measurable quantity of
support.

It is a matter for congratulation that a higher status
has been fixed for general and classical acquirements.
The deficiency of early training in those destined for the
medical profession has been a great hindrance to its
social advancement. In the address delivered to you
last year, Dr. Fletcher justified and recommended an
apprenticeship of shorter duration than the old term of
five years. I fully agree with all that was then said,
and it was with some surprise that I found in the lead.
ing article of last week's JOU1RNAL, " On the Medical
Council and the College of Surgeons," the narrow views
which the writer had taken of the utility ofapprenticeship.
Hle says: " The effect of the permission granted by the
Royal College of Surgeons, is virtually to reduce further
the minimum amount of education demanded by the Medi-
calCouncil. Candidates forthecollege diplomamaythrow
away a year or more of their time in blundering up to
some amount of empirical knowledge." Like Dr. Fletcher,
I went through the long term of apprenticeship; and I
would ask permission to state some other advantages
which may be derived from servitude. A student during
his pupilage should become thoroughly acquainted with
botany-should have made most of the pharmacopeeial
preparations-should have acquired the principles of
chemistry, and so thoroughly have learned the bones as
to be ready at once to commence dissections, in order to
give him more time for the bedside and clinical instruc-
tions, and to enable him to gain greater practical know-
ledge than can be acquired by those students who have
not undergone the same preliminary discipline. It is not
true, then, that apprenticeship merely gives empirical
knowledge; and I concur with our late worthy president,
that whilst we have gained much, we have lost some-
thing-lost the steady application of the youthful student,
which the surveillance of a strict and honest master can
and ought to enforce.
The defectiveness of education, and the minimum of

acquirements, does not depend upon the years of appren-
ticeship: the general acquirements must be tested to
prove that candidates for the profession possess an
organisation suitable for gradual improvement. They
must possess senses to perceive,andminds capable of being
informed, and desires which shall lead them, not to the
passing of this or that examination as the goal of their
ambition, but to some nobler end-to the earnest en-
deavour to possess that which has been acquired and
can be imparted by their teachers, and desires which will
not leave them content with possession, but will ever be
urging them on to the acquisition of greater wisdom.
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Early training and good school education must be the
foundation for that secondary and scientific education,
which is to be perfected by medical schools according
to the regulations of chartered colleges or medical
councils.

SOUTH MIDLAND BRANCH.
PRESIDENT S ADDRESS.

By ROBERT CEELY, ESQ., Aylesbury.
[Read at Bedford, June 26th.J

GENTLEMEN,-Allow me to thank you most sincerely for
the honour you have now conferred on me-an honour,
I fear, far beyond my deserts.

Althouigh an old member of the parent association and
a participator in some of its early labours, I have done
nothing in the affairs of this branch, nor have I been able,
much to my regret, to be present at many of its meetinigs.
With an unfeigned conviction of my deficiences, I will

endeavour, to the best ofmy ability, to discharge the duties
of the office to which you have so kindly appointed me;
and I hope with your kind indulgence and support, that
I may be able to avoid detriment to the interests and re-
putation of this important branch.
Two gentlemen, my immediate predecessors, in their

addresses have alluded to the difficulty of finding matter
sufficiently novel to interest you; but I think you will
all agree with me that they have successfully extricated
themselves from that difficulty. Fully admitting its ex.
istence, and readily acknowledging the advantage of ob.
viating it, I am not disposed to attach undue importance
to that circumstance. Ne quid nimis, is not, I think, ap-
plicable at all times to all subjects. There are many
truths that will bear repetition, and many facts worthy of
frequient recollection.
The main objects for which we are associated, as de-

clared in the fundamental constitutiort of the parent
association, and as adopted, I presume, by the many
branches of which it is now happily composed, are the
advancement of medical science and the maintenance of
the honour and respectability of the profession.
These objects, we must all admit, are intimately con-

nected; for, unless science be diligently and effectually
cultivated, the honour and respectability of the profession
would rest on a very slight foundation; and unless the
honour and respectability of the profession were otherwise
maintained, on the highi ground of moral intearity and
liberal sentiment, no advance of science could vindicate
its claim to that high estimation in which it has long been
held, and which, we trust, it will ever with sensitive
jealousy preserve.

There cannot be a doubt that the British Medical As-
sociation, with its numerous braneces and its ably con-
ducted JOURNAL, is calculated to promote, and has to a
great extent promoted, these important objects. The
personal, intellectual, and social intercourse which our
annual meetings afford, does tend to create and foster
those kindly feelings so necesssary to be cultivated among
the members of an educated and liberal profession. And,
in this respect, I conceive the branches have some ad-
vantage over the parent association. Our meetings are
calculated to bring together neighbouring brethren who,
it is desirable, should be well acquainted and on the most
friendly terms. For, by such meetings, jealousies and
misunderstandings may be removed if they cannot at all
times be prevented, and thus mutual respect be promoted
and preserved.
And, I think, it may be safely asserted that the more

we respect one another, the more respect we are entitled
to claim, and the more are we likely to receive from the
public.
Much of which our body has had to complain, doubt-

less, has been self-inflicted. The public bas too often
been blamed for what it has not deserved. No doubt,
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from the anomalous state of our profession as compared
with that of the other professions, many serious evils
have arisen and are, unhappily, likely to continue.
The legal profession has its judges, to recognize and

appreciate talent and acquirement; the clerical has its
bishops, to estimate and reward individual merit; the
naval and military have superior officers, with skill and
discernment to commend and promote obvious desert.
We, however are subject to no such powers, we have

no such advantages; but, as remarked by the able and
learned author of a recenit unfinished History of Medi-
cine,* "1 The physician and surgeon are peculiarly ob-
noxious to other powers than those of right reason; and
their highest honours are virtually reduced to a game of
chance. In addition to these extraneous drawbacks, there
is an internal source of vexation and discouragement
proceeding from the jealousies of members of the pro-
fession itself, so that there are few who pass through a
professional life without hearing revelations which must
of necessity produce much bitterness of feeling, not un-
mixed with a sense of degradation, that th*' should beling
to a calling in which such things are possible."
From all these causes arise the many conflicting sys-

tems which have been so often propounded by visionaries
and enthusiasts, and blindly followed by the ignorant and
unprincipled. Hence the vigour and success of quackery
and the many mortifications to which our profession is
too often subjected.

It has been frequently said " that medicine as an in-
ductive science occupies the lowest place; for this obvious
reason, that facts alone have been employed to establish
other natural sciences, whilst in medicine the human
imagination has been taxed to the utmost to frame hypo-
theses, to accord with, or account for the various phe
nomena which are constantly presenting themselves to
our notice."
The great author and leader in the employment of in-

ductive reason, though himself infected by the prejudices
and errors of his predecessors and contemporaries, even
to a childish degree, has remarked of medicine-" It is a
science that has been more professed than laboured, and
more laboured than advanced; the labour having been
more in a circle than in progression, there being much
iteration but small addition."
A more modern, laconic and sarcastic writer says, " No

men despise physic so much as physicians; because no
men so thoroughly understand how little it can perform.
They have been tinkering the human constitution four
thousand years, in order to cure about as many maladies.
The result is that mercury and brimstone are the only
specifics they have discovered. All the fatal maladies
continue to be what they were in the days of Paracelsus,
Hippocrates and Galen-oppr obrianmedicorum. It is true
that each disorder has a thousand prescriptions, but not a
single remedy." (Lacon; or Many Things in Few WYords.)
Another modern writer declares that " the nature of
medical causation is such that it takes as much time and
trouble to rectify an error as to establish a truth. Thus
it may require the experience of one man's life to arrive
at some plausible theory, and the counter experience of
another man's life to show that it is false."

In regard to the vagueness and uncertainty of physic,
in its principles as well as its practice, may it not be said
that all the maxims and practical operations of human
life lie open to the same objection. They all consist of
facts and principles which do not admit of mathematical
precision; being made up of averages and approxima-
tions, all liable in various degrees to error arid exception.
Now, without denying the existence of much humilia-

ting truth in some of these sarcasms, which demands onr
serious consideration; we may fearlessly assert, in spite
of all this conventional irony of men who would not hesi-
tate to avail themselves of the aid of the art they so flip-

* Dr. E. Meryon.

pantly deride, that no class of men has exerted itself
more disinterestedly irn practical philanthropy than have
physicians and surgeons, who may truly boast that
science is their only means to assuage human suffering
in all its forms. And those must indeed be morbidly
sceptical, who will deny that the superior health and ex-
tension of life in this age and country, are in great part
imputable to the improved state of medicine. It can be
maintained that medicine has made corresponding pro-
gress with the rapid advance which has taken place in
general knowledge. More progress has been made, more
real facts obtained, more sound opinions formed in
medicines calculated to alleviate human suffering and
remove disease, during the present half century than in
any preeeding period.
Our knowledge is more exact; our practice more simple,

more precise. Those of us who remember the introduc-
tion of the stethoscope, must admit the previous difficulty
in the diagnosis of most thoracic diseases as compared
with the present consequent facility and precision. How
much, also, has our knowledge been advanced by the aid
of the microscope and animal chemistry, is told by the
advance made in the diagnosis and treatment of renal
and other diseases. Have we not more definite and exact
knowledge of the diagnosis of fevers leading to more
correct treatment ? Has not our knowledge of the physi-
ology of the brain and spinal cord led to a more
ready and correct diagnosis of the pathology of these
organs ? And, are we not now in the possession of the
discovery of new and serious diseases ? Are we not en-
titled to claim credit for the benefits, present and pro-
spective, which the profession has and will have conferred
on mankind by the really new science of preventive
medicine; benefits, forced as they really have been on a
reluctant public by the untiring zeal and great ability of
philanthropic members of our profession ?

Surgery has made equal progress. Medicine and sur-
gery have been reciprocally bernefited by similar labours.
Who can deny the glory of the discovery, and the in-

estimable value of the application of anaesthetics in
medicine and surgery?
By an altered method of study, by more exact and

more numerous observations, more cautious inductions,
tested and checked by more numerous and more acute
observers, have these great advantages been obtained.
Our knowledge of what we do know and can perform

is more exact, and we have a more distinct view of what
we do not know and cannot accomplish. For, in the
words of one of the most classical and sagacious of medi-
cal writers (Dr. John Reid-Essays on Hypochondriasis),
"In the degree in which our knowledge advances, we
increase likewise our acquaintance with its comparative
deficiency. As the circle of intellectual light expands,
it widens proportionately the circumference of apparent
darkness."
And if not proportionately, has not our knowledge of

therapeutics been greatly augmented and much ad-
vanced? Is not our treatment of disease more simple,
more rational, more exact, more conservative? Apart
from the difference of treatment necessarily resulting
from the generally admitted altered type of most diseases,
how great is the change and how much is the improve-
ment in many important particulars?

I well remember the time when lhospital phvsicians
and surgeons of eminence bled largely for delirium
tremens; apoplectic and epileptic seizures were attacked
with large and repeated bleedings; and, when pain was
deemed the exponent of inflammation and treated ac-
cordingly; I have often seen inveterate hysteria, variously
seated, go the round of the Metropolitan hospitals, suc-
cessively and, of course, fruitlessly assailed by b.leeding,
cupping and blisters.

At that period, the elegant writer just quoted, who was
far in advance of his contemporaries in diagnosis and
treatment, exclaims: "At the sight of a patient in any
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kind of fits the surgeon almost instinctively pulls otut his
lancet. Sometimes even after the paroxysm has sub-
sided, bleeding is had recourse to, from a vague and em-
pirical notion of its indiscriminate utility in this class of
diseases. Less slauglhter, I am convinced, has beeni
effected by the sword than by the lancet-that minute
instruiment of mighty mischief !"
The sanme autlhor, in allusion to the then prevalent

hepatic patiology and mercurial therapeutics, remar;ks:
"There is reason to believe that many a patient, sup-
posed to be lhepatic, but in fact only dyspeptic, has fallen
a martyr to a mercurial course; a course whichl has often
been persisted in with a perseverance undaunted by the
glaring depredation which it produced."

In those heroic times, when bloodletting and calomel
bore sway, it was too often forgotten, or not suflicienily
regarded, that, " in too rudely eradicating a disease,
there is danger lest we tear up the constitution along
with it". The sarcastic admonition of the poet (Quarles)
of the sixteenth century, was not less applicable in the
nineteentlh-

"IHold thy hanld, health's dear maintainer,
Life perchanice may burn the stroniger:

Havinlg substanice to maintaini her,
She unitouclh'd iavy last the loniger.

Wlieii the artist goes about
To redrless her flaimie, I doubt,
Oftentimes he snuffs it out."

But the former abuse of the lancet has probably led
to its present unmerited disuse. Had the valuable ob-
servations and sound directions of that late enmine,it
physiologist and practical plysician, Dr. MIarshHll Hall,
in lhis admiriable work on the Morbid and Curative
Effects of the Loss of Blood, been more attentively
studied, less of its former abuse and present disuse
would have occurred.
We are told by manv, with apparent truth, that medi-

cine is now held in less repute by a large portion of the
public than it was formerly. This has been attributed
to several causes-partly to their necessary ignorance
of the nature of medical evidence; partly to their know-
ledge of what medicine formerly was, though they know
not what it now is, although they do know that there is
a greater discordance in the views and opinions of our
body than formerly. For much of thiis, it is to be
feared, we have ourselves to blame. The public are
better informed on the subject of our differences than on
that of otir agreements. Ostentatious pains have been
taken to promulgate the former, while little or nothing
bas been done in regard to the latter. Although such
changes in the state of medicine, and much of this dis.
cordance of opinion, dousbtless result from that inde-
pendence of thought, the growth of general anid indi-
vidual kniowledge; yet it must be conifessed that our
diflerences of opinion, familiar to the public, and neces-
sarily influencing their judgrnent, are greater than the
existing state of medicine can justify. It behoves us,
therefore, to endeavour, by all means in our power, to
reduce these differences to a minimum.
The nature of medical evidence, involving the vital

principle, variously influenced by physical and psychical
causes, cannot be duly appreciated by those who are
merely accustonmed to legal evidence, or those occupied
with physical science in its material form. Hence the
presumption and credulity of the public. But it is
greatly to be feared that some of our brethren, on too
marny occasions, fail to estimate the difficulties arising
from the above causes in the way of deducing correct
conclusions.
The faculty of clearly comprehending and fairly in-

terpreting the ways and aims of nature is, doubtless, one
of the highest efforts of reason, and is attainable only
by attentive study and a happy turn for observation.
On the other hand, an excess of scepticism is displayed,
scarcely less pernicious than alhasty and imprudent be-
lief. Such scepticism may be deemed a disease of the
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mind, which, like some of those of the body, is the off-
spring of over refinement.
The great diversity of intellectual constitution, mani-

fested as it always has been, and doubtless ever will he,
in the affairs of common life, can hardly be expected to
be void of influence among ourselves. A chaste and
sober scepticism is, indeed, required to control that
peremptory positiveness of opinion, as well as rashness
of action, so natural to the ardour of youth and inexpe-
rience. We know that diffidence and caution grow with
experience and declinino life.

Medicine being an art beset with every species of fal-
lacy, it is of the utmost importance that those who
engage in it should be fully aware of this; and that
they should so discipline their minds, by a knowledge of
the laws of evidence and the rules of investigation, as
not to fall into either of these extremes of credulity or
scepticism, to both of wvhich the human mind, in different
circulmstances, is so prone.

It has been wisely and truly said by the experienced
and accomplisIed author of M11edical Notes antd Reflec-
tionts-a work that will richly repay the frrequent study of
the old and the young, in which, " Indocti descant, ament
meminissse peiiti": " The dissimilarity of the proofs
and the greater difficulty of their certain attainment,
nmust ever Leep practical medicine in the rear of other
physical sciences, notwithstandina its closer association
with them throuigh the laws of animal physiology and
organic chemistry, so largely explored of late years.
But its still wider scope of usefulness requires that this
distarnce should be abridged as far as possible, and no
occasion be lost-by improved methods, as well as by
new facts-by more cautious observation and more
exact evidence-of maintaining its place and connexion
among the other great objects of human knowledge."
These considerations should stimulate our zeal and

induistry in cordial cooperation for the acquisition of
knowledge, teach us humility in its possession, and care
and circumspection in its practical application.
May we not hope that the higher culture of the intel-

lect, the improved methiods of study now enforced and
superintended by authority, aided bv present and pro-
spo3ctive advances in the sciences, and a more general
and more frequent intercourse of the members of our
body, may bear the desired fruits, in the further ad-
vancement of our science, the improvement of our art,
the elevation of the ethics of the profession, and its
better estimation with the public.

SOUTH-EASTERN BRANCII.
PRESIDENT S ADDRESS.

By T. HECESTALL SMITH, Esq., St. Mary Cray.
LRead June 26th, 1862.]

GENTLEMEN,-Permit me to offer you my thanks for the
lhonour you have been pleased to confer upon me by
electing me to occupy the distinguished position of Pre-
sident of this important Branch of the British Medical
Association.

I shall, I believe, best discharge my duty to-day by de-
taining you but for a brief space from the business to
be brought before you.

I have first, unhappily, to allude to the great loss this
Branch, and your President especially, has sustained in
the death of one of the gentlemen elected as Vice-Pre-
sidents-our lamented friend, Thomas Smith of Crawlev.
He was one of the earliest, and to the last remained one
of the most highly valued of our members. His pro-
fessional ac(luirements were above the average among
the well intormed. Kindness of heart and consistent
courtesy, perseverance ansd industry, and a desire to
maintain the honour of our common calling, were his
characteristics. He died at his post of duty, called by
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circumstances from a repose he had sought, before he
had sufficiently recovered from an illness for which rest
had been enjoined; he did not hesitate to respond to
that call; he returned to his duty only to succumb to
the exertions to which his feeble powers were unequal.
Any member of this Association, however eminent,

would justly feel some pride in presiding over this
Branch. I, in addition, feel an especial pleasure on this
occasion. We are met to-day at the borne of the South-
Eastern Branch. Reigate is as a household word to it.
In this town has long resided a family, to the members
of which this Branch may almost be said to owe its
existence, and to whom certainly we have from our out-
set been, aind still are, more indebted than to any other
names I could utter. Thomas Martin, who is happily
still spared to us (and long may it please God to spare
him), laboured as our secretary in the time of our in-
fancy and early struggles; and only hande(d us over to
the care of his son, Peter Martin, when we had almost
attained a vigorous manhood. Retired to a well earned
repose, it is refreshing to dwell for a moment on the pic-
ture of our venerable frienid.
Esteemed as is Thomas Martin, by so wide a circle of

admiring friends, including all classes of society and
every grade in our profession, he is especially claimed
by the large class to whiclh so many of us have the
pleasure to belong, the general practitioner of this
country, as the type of all that is good and noble within
that class. Persevering, courageous, well-informed,
kind-hearted, charitable, and above all, or rather as the
result of all, he has showni that he has warmly in his
heart a care for the honour and dignity of that im-
portant section of our common profession. The honour
and status he has attained may, by its contemplation,
stimulate many a flagging spirit to press onwards, whose
aspirations may be as pure, but to whom may as yet
have been denied the success he has so honourably at-
tained. To his son, Peter Martin, we were confided in
our manhood; and all here know how indefatigably he
has discharged his onerous trust.
The progress of our Branch, under these auspices,

has been great, and, in one respect, unique. I allude to
the spread of the district meetings. However success-
ful our Association has proved as a whole, those meet-
ings are, to the practitioner in the rural districts, by far
the most important. Closely and laborioursly occupied
by his hourly duties, how many rnust have felt the want
of that professional and social intercourse which dis-
tance denies to him. In the district meetinigs, now
spread over the whole county of Kent, we enjoy the
blessings of that intercourse. Valuable practical papers,
striking and interesting discussions, important poinits irn
practice, have been elicited from men who have becotne,
in the course of years, storehouses of great value, and
for whom these opportunities were alone wanting.
Even of more value is the social intercourse. It is

here he learns to honour his neighbour, and, perhaps,
more rightly to appreciate hiimself. It is by such meet-
ings that the one great primary object of our Associa.
tion will best be attained; namely, "to maintain the
honour and respectability of the profession in the pro-
vinces, by promoting the friendlly intercourse and free
communication of its members; so as to establish
among them the harmony and good feeling which ought
ever to characterise a liberal profession."
Of the several subjects proposed to itself by the

British Medical Association, thiere is one for which it
may justly claim especial credit-the bold front it has
ever offered to the assaults of quackery. In this, it
has been most ably represented and vigorously sustained
by its JOURNAL, more especially under its present able
management.

Recently, the homceopathic heresy has attempted to
fix upon our profession a discussion of its merits. This
has been met by our JOURNAL simply with denunciation,

with an utter refusal to handle the unclean thing. I
take a glance at this topic that I may offer my humble
testimony to the wisdom and dignity of this course, and
briefly to state " the reason why."

Legitimate medicine has nothing in common with this
fallacy. There are no points of contact; none of diver-
gence. It is absolutely out of the pale of medical
science, and, therefore, only to be met, as has been so
wisely done, by our JOURNAL.

Twenty-five years ago, the subject was investigated,
and found to be utterly baseless. You are aware that
symptoms of disease when they arise are to be met, ac-
cording to hommeopathy, by doses of medicine, which,
when given to a healthy subject, produce those symp-
toms. Putting aside all questions as to the fallacy of
such a doctrine, I simply wish to call attention once
more to the foundation upon which this so called system
rests. So long since as a quarter of a century, I pub-
lished certain calculations, in order to show its outrageous
absurdity; and, with your permission, I will here repro-
duce one of them. You must bear in mind that the
dose here shown must be proved to be capable of pro-
ducing certain cognisable symptoms on a healthy person,
or the fabric falls to the ground. "A decillionth part or
two decillionth part of a grain is a favourite homoeo-
pathic dose. Now, a decillion is an unit with sixty
cyphers in its train. Let us endeavour to realise this.
The diameter of the earth is about 8,000 miles; the solid
contents of spheres vary as the cube of their respective
diameters. The population of the world has been cal-
culated at about eight hundred millions; and a homceo-
pathic dose (say) of opium amounts to two decillionths
of a grain. Upon these data we proceed. From one
arain of onium abrade an atomic particle that shall bear
the same proportion to the whole grain that a spherule
one thousandth part of an inch in diameter bears to the
globe on which we stand. Divide this particle into ho-
nceopathic doses, and cause each individual on the face
of the earth to swallow a dose every second of time, it
wotild require twentv millions of years to take the particle
described." (ihIedical Gazette, Dec. 31, 1836.)
Now, gentlemen, I will not insult your understandings

by asking you if our editor is not right in utterly repu-
diating a system thus ushered into the world by its
founder. But it is of importance just now to under-
stand and bear in mind the facts I have adduced; for
you will hear not unfrequently, " Oh, but they have im-
proved, you know." If the administration of really active
medicine under the guise of homceopathy be an im-
provement, some of them may claim it; but I need not
tell you at what expense.

In the face of the above facts, it is hardly credible that
a question could arise as to the possibility of a surgeon
meeting a homceopath, even as to the propriety of an

operation; to take the case and perform it if necessary;
to leave the case with the homcaopath if the contrary.
Is the surgeon of the present day to consent to be only
an operator? In vain has a Brodie or a Travers taught,
if we have not learned that the constitutional treatment
of local disease may frequently avert the necessity for
an operation. Then, how can a surgeon accept as con.
cliisive a delusive treatment such as I have illustrated?
How can he consult or hold communion with a homoo-
path without appearing to endorse the system, even
should it be a case admitting only of surgical procedure.
Surely the rule to be observed is simple enough. If the
attendance of a surgeon is required, the case must be
submitted to him without any communication whatever
with the exceptional attendant.
The patient will have the advantages of receiving the

aid he seeks; and the scandal to the profession will be
avoided of an apparent sanction being given to a system
with which we have nothing in common-the practice of
which has the choice either of utter hallucination, or of
an alternative I need not define.
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One word on another topic, and I have done.
OX one subject laid down as a primary object on the

formation of the British Association, we appear hitherto
to have failed in our duty; namely, " to investigate epi-
demnic and endemic diseases in different situations, and
at various periods, so as to trace, as far as the imperfect
state of the art will permit, their connection with pecu-
liarities of soil or climate, or with the localities, habits,
and occupation of the people." Such was the third
" principal object," and its importance is not lessened by
time.
My attention was forcibly directed to this subject by

an able paper I had the pleasure of hearing as a visitor
at the Epidemiological Society, on the progress of diph-
theria, by one of tlhe present secretaries, Mr. J. N. Rad-
cliffe. With all his patient research, he could not arrive
at any very satisfactory data; and a suggestion made by
him as to the value of a few simple records of the
earliest cases, and the mode of progress of every epi-
demic disease over the whole kingdom, struck me as ap-
plicable to our widespread Association. I learn from
Mr. Radcliffe that a committee of that Society is ap-
poiuted to consider the subject in all its bearings, with
a view to produce a book embracing the whole subject;
but as this will occupy time, be hopes "v ery soon to
make a plan for securing systematic reports on the epi-
demic, epizootic, and epiphytic diseases, prevalent in the
kingdom, and to prepare, in the first place, an annual
report of the epidemics of the preceding year."

This plan appears to be so desirable that I would ven-
ture to suggest that the general meeting of our Society
be invited, at the coming meeting, to appoint a com-
mittee to carry out, in unison with the Epidemiological
Society, its third " primary object"; or failing that, that
individual members volunteer to observe the facts, and
communicate them to Mr. Radcliffe.

SATURDAY, JULY 26TH, 1862.

THE FERMENTATION THEORY OF
DISEASE.

REASONING upon the facts supplied by MM. Pasteur
and Chalvet,* M. Trousseau argues, speaking of
purulent absorption, that the existence of a wound,
whatever its seat or its size, is a necessary condition
of the affection; and the specific character of the pus,
he believes (as does M. Robin), lies in its serum.
And then, applying M. Pasteur's theory of vegetable
spores in this domain of pathology, he asks: May
not the analysis of the air of hospitals and of great
cities one day show us the presence in it of morbific
germs, analogous to vegetable sporules, which will
grow and multiply whenever they meet with the
conditions necessary or favourable to their growth
and development-when, for example, they come into
contact with wounds ?
M. Pasteur's researches have upset the theory of

spontaneous generation, and have shaken to its foun-
dation the theory of multiplication by fermenta-

* See JOURNAL, July 12th, 1862.
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tions; and the recent experiments and observations
of MM. Eiselt, Reveil, and Chalvet afford great sup-
port to the hypothesis above given of the origin of
purulent absorption. The observations of these
gentlemen show that, in the hospitals of Berlin and
Paris, the air around the beds of patients contains
globules of pus, and filaments of charpie infested
with putrid matters. Why may not epidemics, then,
have their etiological source in morbid entities float-
ing in the atmosphere? These different matters
may act in different ways. Some of them may enter
the respiratory mucous membrane, as perhaps do
those of small-pox, cholera, and glanders. Others
again-the purulent sporule, for example-may re-
quire a special entrance into the body-a wound. In
such case, the morbid force, the purulent or putrid
sporule in contact with the wound, may act like the
vegetable sporule, which, in contact with a special
medium, produces carbonic acid, appropriating to
itself oxygen, and thus multiplying very rapidly
and ad infinitu2m. The morbid sporule, finding in
the wound the necessary conditions for its life and
growth, may engender new sporules, or so modify
the serosity of the mucous or cutaneous wound, that
the serosity, once absorbed, will carry with it into all
parts of the body the purulent essence, and so give
rise to the manifestation of purulent infection.

If this be true, therapeutics will, we may fairly
hope, be as powerful as the disease; for, as the vege-
table sporules will die if deprived of the medium
necessary for their growth, so likewise may these
morbific sporules be destroyed if attacked at the mo-
ment when they are deposited on the wound, or if
the wound be so modified as to be rendered unfitted
for their growth. Thus may not cauterisation be
distructive of these sporules ? Is not diphtheritis
often modified or removed by special agents, such as
tannic acid, or even glycerine ? Are not the most
subtile poisons destroyed by early cauterisings of
the inoculated wound-the virus of syphilis, of ser-
pents, and of hydrophobia, for example ? The the-
rapeutic agent in such case, applied in time, de-
stroys the virus of the poisons, or it converts the
wound into a non-absorbing surface.
We can, it is true, never hope to purge the atmo-

sphere of the many morbid agents floating in it;
but public hygiene may diminish their intensity.
And if we cannot, in dressing wounds, remove all
sources of impurity, we can, at all events, render the
wound unfitted for the reception or absorption of the
morbid matters.
M. Trousseau quotes M. Maisonneuve to show

that the actual cautery is the best means for the
prevention of purulent absorption; and he suggests
that the ligature of arteries may, in this respect, be
considered a retrograde step. The ligature keeps
up suppuration, and is, therefore, a direct cause of
purulent infection. On this score, however, neither


